INSTRUMENTS OF GOVERNMENT
The absolute general rights guaranteed to "Iraqis, whose
nationality was to be defined by special law (Article 5), en-
sured equality 'before the law, whatever differences may exist
in language, race or creed' (Article 6), forbade torture and
deportation from the Kingdom of Iraq (Article 7),1 guaranteed
freedom of conscience (Article 13) and stipulated equality of
status to all 'Iraqis cas regards the enjoyment of their rights and
discharge of their obligations' (Article 18).
Rights of 'Iraqis, conditional upon limitations imposed by
law or by the Constitution itself included personal liberty
(Article 7); the inviolability of all places of residence (Article 8);
access to law courts (Article 9); freedom from forced loans and
expropriation of property (Article 10); equality of taxation
imposed only by law (Article 11); liberty of expression of opinion,
of the press and of association (Article 12); freedom of worship
(Article 13); freedom from postal, telegraphic and telephone
censorship and detention (Article 15); and the right of the
various communities cof establishing and maintaining schools
for the instruction of their members in their own tongues'
(Article 16).
Absolute rights, peculiar to 'Iraq as an Islamic State, estab-
lished Islam as the official religion of 'Iraq and the freedom to
practise the rites of the different sects of that religion as observed
in 'Iraq (Article 13). Conditional rights made Arabic the official
language (Article u) and gave to all 'Iraqis, subject to law,
the right of presenting petitions and memorials to the King,
Parliament and the public authorities, setting forth com-
plaints, whether relating to matters where they are per-
sonally concerned, or to matters of public interest. (Article 14).
Only 'Iraqis were to be employed by the Government, except
in   accordance   with   law,   treaties   or  special   agreements
(Article 18).
1 The Article forbidding deportation of 'Iraqis had its origin in the repeated
deportations under the British regime. In 1933, when it was desired to deport
Assyrians, the difficulty was evaded by a special law declaring them not to be
'Iraqis.
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